
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



42 COPEIA 

Congo Eel appears to have been entirely displaced. 

Evidently Lampus and Lamper Eel are the most 
widely used common names for this animal and their 
derivation from a well-known name corresponds to 
that suggested by Brimley for Congo Eel (from 
Conger Eel). 

I may call attention to the wide applicability of 
the rule that it is the names of animals which have 
become well fixed and current in the language that 
are habitually misapplied in popular nomenclature, 
if the original owner of the name is unknown, 
whether or not it occurs in the region in question. 
The name scorpion thus comes to be applied to a 
lizard, lizard to salamanders, and salamander to a 
mammal. Such popular names as the familiar 
"Robin" are examples of a somewhat different nature, 
in that the original animal does not occur in the area 
in question and the newly named animal is in some 
respect similar to the old. 

Karl P. Schmidt, 

New York, N. Y. 

A SNAKE CHARMER'S TRICK 

Dr. C. F. W. McClure of Princeton University 
has informed me of an interesting method employed 
by Egyptian snake charmers to render the cobras 
used by them harmless. The lower jaw is sewed to 
the upper for the posterior third or half of its length, 
the stitches being entirely inside the mouth. The 
snake is then unable to open its jaws sufficiently to 
strike effectively while the snake charmer can open 
them enough to exhibit the fangs in place to the 
doubting spectator. Rarl p ScHMIDT> 

New York, N. Y. 
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